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Replication of HFRS Virus in Cultured Human
Lymphoblastoid Cells with B Cell Characteristics

Yao Zhi qaong et al,

(Lat of HFRS/Inf Dis Dept, Secend Affiliated Hosp .,
Fourth Mitlitary Med Collage, Xi-aun. )}

The susceptibility of hmuman B lympheblasteid eells to HFRS virus infeetion
was studied, The results showed that the cells were productively infected by
HFRS virns, The persistently infected cells had no obvious cytopathic effects and
were indistinguishable morphologically from uminfected cells, It was difficult to
identify complete virions in infected lymphoblasts by electron microscopy con-
trasted with strong immuuoofluorescence staining for intracellular HFRS virus
antigens observed in the majority of thesz czlls, The establishment of persis-
tently infected human B type lymphoblastoid cells suggests tbat the atypical ly-
mphoeytes with many charact=ristics of lymphoblasts r:gularly found in peri-
pheral bleod of HFRS patients may support replication of HFRS virus,
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