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The national virology symposium of China, co-hosted biennially by
the society and local research institutions, has now entered its 16th
iteration. The 16th session, jointly hosted by Chinese Society for
Virology - the virology division of the Chinese Society for Microbiology
and the first hospital of Jilin University, took place in Changchun from
August 15 to 17, 2025. More than 800 participants attended the event,
including renowned experts, scholars, and young scientists from in-
stitutions across the country (Fig. 1).

The symposium commenced on the morning of August 16 with warm
welcome addresses by Professors Yu Xianghui, Lv Guoyue, Guo Deyin,
and Jin Ningyi. It then moved into a traditional session honoring
virology pioneers of China. Professor Yuan Zhenghong, director of the
virology division of the Chinese Society for Microbiology, highlighted
the extraordinary contributions of Professor Zhu Jiming, a founding
figure in China's medical virology and biological products. Following
this, Professors Gao Fu, Chen Hualan, Xia Ningshao, Chang Junbiao, and
Niu Junqi delivered keynote lectures, focusing on cutting-edge ad-
vancements in virology and critical issues related.

From the afternoon of August 16 through the entire day of August 17,
four parallel sessions were held, featuring 127 oral presentations to
facilitate academic exchanges. These presentations focused on four
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major themes: “virus-host interactions”, “viral pathogenesis and im-
munity”, “diagnostics, vaccines, and antivirals”, and “etiology, epide-
miology and evolution”. Additionally, a special session entitled “digital

intelligent display of virology and disciplinary development in virology”

took place on the afternoon of August 17. Furthermore, a poster exhi-
bition session was incorporated over these two days, providing a
broader platform for young scholars and encouraged the collision and
integration of diverse research ideas and findings. Five poster presenters
were selected for awards and received their honors at the closing
ceremony.

This national virology symposium seires has long served as a vital
platform for sharing the latest research findings and enhancing
collaboration and connectivity among various research teams, and
galvanizing greater efforts for the innovative advancement of virology
in China.

Chinese Society for Microbiology was founded in 1952, while the
virology division (Chinese Society for Virology) was founded in 1979.
The first symposium, held in Tianjin from July 15-19, 1986, was orga-
nized by the virology division in collaboration with the Beijing Institute
of Microbiology and Epidemiology, Tianjin Medical College and Tianjin
Second Medical College ((k <18, 1986; ST H &, 1986; HH5, 1987). With
participants from 225 institutions across 27 provinces, nearly 500 at-
tendees gathered to present over 490 papers spanning medical, veteri-
nary, plant, insect, and bacteriophage virology. This event marked the
first large-scale, systematic showcase of China's virology achievements
since the founding of the People's Republic of China.

Five years later, the second symposium took place in Wuhan from
June 25-29, 1991, with the focus on medical virology and molecular
virology (5f24L, 1991). This transition highlighted the rapid progress

Fig. 1. Group photo of the 16th national virology symposium.
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Table 1
Brief information on the national symposium series over the years.
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Session (main) Year City Local host institutes

16 2025 Changchun The First Hospital of Jilin University

15 2023 Shanghai Key Laboratory of Medical Molecular Virology (MOE/NHC/CAMS), Fudan University

14 2021 Wuhan State Key Laboratory of Virology, Wuhan University

13 2019 Harbin Harbin Medical University

12 2017 Kunming Institute of Medical Biology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College
11 2015 Wuhan State Key Laboratory of Virology, Wuhan University

10 2013 Harbin Harbin Veterinary Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences

9 2011 Xi'an Air Force Medical University

8 2009 Beijing Institute of pathogen Biology, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College
7 2007 Wuhan State Key Laboratory of Virology, Wuhan University

Session (youth) Year City Local host institutes

6 2024 Chongging Children's Hospital of Chongging Medical University

5 2022 Shenzhen Shenzhen Bay Laboratory

4 2020 Guangzhou Institute of Medical Microbiology, Jinan University

3 2018 Fuzhou Fuzhou Normal University

2 2016 Shenzhen Shenzhen Third People's Hospital

1 2014 Shanghai Key Laboratory of Medical Molecular Virology (MOE/NHC/CAMS), Fudan University

and vibrant landscape of Chinese virology research during the early
1990s. Following this, the symposium was held irregularly until the
seventh national symposium in 2007, which established a biennial
schedule. Hosted in Wuhan from October 26-28, 2007, by the State Key
Laboratory of Virology (a joint institution of Wuhan University and
Wuhan Institute of Virology, Chinese Academy of Sciences), the meeting
covered foundational virology, medical virology, animal virology, plant
virology, and insect virology, solidifying its role as a structured national
forum (Chinese Society for Microbiology, 2007). Subsequent symposia,
held in 2009 (Beijing), 2011 (Xi'an), 2013 (Harbin), 2015 (Wuhan),
2017 (Kunming), 2019 (Harbin), 2021 (Wuhan), and 2023 (Shanghai),
have further grown in scale and impact.

With the vigorous development of virology research in China and the
continuous growth of its young and talented researchers, the Youth
Committee of Chinese Society for Virology was established in 2013. In
the following year, the first national symposium for young virologists
was held in Shanghai from September 25 to 27, 2014. Since then, the
youth symposium has been held biennially, with past editions taking
place in Shenzhen (2016), Fuzhou (2018), Guangzhou (2020), Shenzhen
(2022), and Chongqing (2024). The main symposium and the youth
symposium are held on an alternating annual basis. Table 1 presents
summary information for the symposium series since 2007.

These gatherings have attracted an increasing number of researchers
and become as the most prominent academic events hosted by the
Chinese Society for Virology. Beyond facilitating collaboration, they
have served as a platform for up-and-coming virologists, propelling
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many to national recognition and enabling their contributions to the
field's advancement.

The enduring success of these symposia reflects the broader matu-
ration of China's virology community, bridging foundational science
with practical applications in public health, medical science, and other
related domains and beyond. As research continues to thrive and aca-
demic networks grow stronger, the national symposium series remain a
vital pillar for knowledge exchange and innovation in the virology field
of China.
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